Thank you for helping my Dad!

			

On holiday

Dear

2011

thank you for helping my Dad!

I’m writing to say a big thank you because you helped provide the professional care my Dad needed before he died from
cancer last year.
You may not have realised it, but your support of St. Margaret’s Hospice in the past helped their specialist nursing staff make
the last year, including the final precious weeks and days of my Dad’s life as enjoyable, comfortable and pain free as possible.
My fantastic brave father died aged 78 after a fairly brief struggle with prostate cancer which had spread to his spine. He
decided to take the route of being cared for at home by St. Margaret’s specialist nurses rather than being admitted to the hospice
in-patient unit, so he could spend more time with his family in familiar surroundings. During the course of 2011 he had various
treatments, including a spinal rod operation and radio-therapy, he became very poorly and got steadily weaker. Through all this he
remained calm, brave and strangely optimistic.
My family spent a lot of time with Dad during these last precious months and tried to do as many ‘normal’ activities as
possible, including a short holiday to Fowey and going to cafes and National Trust properties. My Dad even managed to go out for
supper with my Mother on their wedding anniversary three weeks before he died. We coped by making life as fun as we could
so we all had good memories of his last few months. Having him at home between his stints in hospital was simply wonderful.
St Margaret’s nurses and carers were absolutely fantastic through all of this. They offered unlimited telephone help to my
Mother whenever she needed some support or advice. The wonderful nurses came out at the drop of a hat whenever something
went wrong or Mum wasn’t sure what to do. St. Margaret’s were a much needed life-line at a very traumatic time. It was
a huge relief not having to bundle Dad into the car when he was so poorly and he felt much more comfortable seeing nurses and
doctors in his own home.

Direct Debit Instruction
Yes, I would like to help St. Margaret’s Hospice give extraordinary care to those with life-limiting
illnesses by making a regular donation.
Please complete both sides of this form and return it in the Freepost envleope provided.
Name ............................................................................................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................... D.O.B ........................................................................................
Telephone ...................................................................Mob .........................................................................................
Email ............................................................................................................................................................................
Data Protection – The information you have provided will be used by St. Margaret’s Hospice to fulfil your request. Your details
may also be used to keep you informed about the Charity – please call 01823345 901 if you do not wish us to contact you.
Tick here if you would like to receive e-mail/SMS updates.
I would like to give by Direct Debit.

I authorise and request the payment from my account of:
£4

£6

If other amount please state £
On the 1st

or the 15th

of each month

St. Margaret’s Hospice, Registered Office, Heron Drive, Bishops Hull, Taunton TA1 5HA

£8

Other

Dad’s death has left us bereft with the most gigantic hole in our lives. But this has been made slightly easier knowing he was
given such understanding and wonderful care by the nursing team from St. Margaret’s from the time his GP referred him, right
to the end, surrounded by all his family.
Before my Dad received St. Margaret’s incredible care I knew very little about the hospice or exactly what they do, but having
been touched by the amazing compassion, dedication and skill of the medical and nursing team, now I’m determined to help
make sure they’re able to reach out to everyone who needs them. The simple fact is that if my family hadn’t been able to access
this free specialist care, my Dad would’ve most likely been admitted to hospital rather than receiving care in the comfortable
surroundings of his own home. For this I will be forever grateful.
I hope by telling my family’s story you can see the difference your support for St. Margaret’s Hospice has made to the lives of
local people affected by life-limiting illness. Their incredibly dedicated team touches the lives of over 2000 patients every year
but with your continuing support other families like mine will have access to St. Margaret’s specialist care when they need
it most.
As a charity, St. Margaret’s relies on the generosity of people like you and me and knowing a guaranteed amount of money will
arrive every month. helps them plan their services much more efficiently. That’s why I’m asking if you could commit to giving a
regular donation each month, no matter how small, because regular giving is extremely valuable to the hospice.
Just a small donation each month would have a great impact.
• £4 a month would help provide a patient’s special dietary requirements
• £6 a month would help fund a home visit to a patient by a Specialist Nurse, just like they did for my Dad
• £10 a month would provide specialist help for a patient to cope with breathing difficulties
So, please support St. Margaret’s Hospice by giving a regular donation if you possibly can and help ensure many more people
like my Dad get access to the free care they deserve. As you’ve seen, my family would have been truly lost without them.
Simply complete the form below and return it in the Freepost envelope provided.
Thank you so much.
Yours sincerely,

Lizzie Ginbey
PS. If you decide to give regularly to St. Margaret’s Hospice you’ ll become one of their
‘Sunflower Supporters’ and receive a sunflower lapel badge to wear with pride, knowing
that you are helping provide extraordinary care to someone who really needs it.

Happy at home in

Somerset....

Thank you from the patients, their families, friends and everyone at St. Margaret’s Hospice for your kind support.
St. Margaret’s Somerset Hospice Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by
Please fill in the form and send to: St. Margaret’s Somerset Hospice, Fundraising Office,
Freepost RRAG-GYXT-HSYX, Little Tarrat Lane, Yeovil, BA20 2HU

Name and full address of your bank or building society
To the Manager		

		

Bank / Building Society

Service User Number

4

3

6

1

8

5

Reference (to be completed

by the charity)

Address:

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society

Please pay St. Margaret’s Somerset Hospice Direct Debits from the account
detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct
Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with St.
Margaret’s Somerset Hospice and if so, details will be passed electronically to
my Bank / Building Society.

Postcode:

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)

Signature(s)

Branch Sort Code

Date

Bank / Building Society Account Number

Bank and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account.

Please tick here

Increase your donation by 25% at no cost to you!
to Gift Aid your donation.
If you are a UK tax payer, St. Margaret’s Hospice can claim from HMRC the tax you’ve paid on your donation – that’s an extra
25p for each £1 given at no cost to you. Simply tick the box! I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or
Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all charities and CASCs I
donate to will reclaim for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand
the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given (28p on every pound given for donations up to 5 April 2008)

Please notify St. Margaret’s Hospice if you:
1.
Want to cancel this declaration
2.
Change your name or address
3.
No longer pay sufficient tax on your income/or capital gains

Registered Charity Number: 279473
Telephone: 0845 345 9671
Email: fundraising@st-margarets-hospice.org.uk
www.st-margarets-hopsice.org.uk

